" The physician who has not the courage to recommend an exploratory operation in a strongly probable case of abscess of the brain lest he may be wrong in his diagnosis, is more solicitous for his own reputation than for the welfare of his patient." A careful study of each individual symptom and of the apparent etiological factors in any case is most important, although these are sometimes misleading. In one case reported by Eskridge, chronic otorrhcea, a blow to the head and suppuration in a distal part of the body were noted, and yet the patient died of cyst and tumour of the brain.
In another, arterial thrombosis was strongly suggested by the symptoms, yet the patient died of intracranial suppuration. In another the symptoms and apparent etiology pointed to tuberculous meningitis, although the actual condition was suppuration.
The differential diagnosis of chronic brain abscess is from tuberculous meningitis, cerebral softening, haemorrhage, and tumour: (1) 
